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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release: 14th September 2012

ECNI to hold public information meeting on new 

Vehicle Licensing Regulations

Do you operate a vehicle over 3.5 tonnes? Are you aware that new 
Vehicle Operator Licensing regulations are now in force even if you 
do not use your vehicle for pay or reward?

Following the release of initial guidance from the Equine Council for Northern 
Ireland (ECNI) on these new regulations, updated information for the equine sector 
is currently being prepared and ECNI will hold a public meeting on Monday 24th 
September at 7.30pm in the Lagan Valley Island Civic Centre in Lisburn.  A senior 
representative from the Department of the Environment’s Transport Regulation Unit 
will be giving details on the changes and how they will be implemented. The 
meeting is free and open to anyone wishing to attend.  

Under the Goods Vehicles (Licensing of Operators) Act (Northern Ireland) 2010, all 
freight operators using vehicles over 3.5 tonnes as part of a trade or business are 
now required to be licensed. In the past only ‘Hire or Reward’ operators were 
required to hold an operator’s licence, now ‘Own Account’ operators i.e. those who 
carry their own goods in the course of a trade or business will be required to hold an 
operator’s licence, as is the case in GB.

ECNI has sought clarification from the Department of the Environment and the 
Driver and Vehicle Agency on a number of issues affecting the equine sector.  The 
primary concern is establishing their definition of “as part of a trade or business” and 
how this will be implemented. Those who simply use their vehicle as part of a hobby 
or as an amateur rider will not come under the new regulations and can carry on as 
normal.  The winning of prize-money or sharing of fuel costs between friends 
travelling together will not count as ‘income’ as long as you can show that you do 
not derive an income from your pursuits. 
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However there is a large ‘grey area’ in terms of who is required to apply for the 
scheme and ECNI is actively engaged in producing clear guidance for the equine 
sector here.  It is vital that those required to hold the new licence do so but it is also 
important that vehicle owners who are exempt do not incur considerable charges by 
applying unnecessarily.  

The cost of applying for the operator’s licence is significant, especially for the many 
small businesses and individuals making up the equine sector here in Northern 
Ireland.  For any licence (there are three types) all applicants must pay a one-off 
£254 application fee. If the licence application is successful, operators will then have 
to pay a licensing fee of £449, which covers a period of 5 years.  This represents a 
total outlay of £703 and while it can be argued that this covers users for five years, it 
is still an extra expense that will not have been budgeted for.

Full details on the regulations are available from the Department of the 
Environment’s website at www.doeni.gov.uk/tru.     ECNI would like to encourage 
anyone who feels they may be affected by these regulations to attend their public 
information meeting on Monday 24th September at 7.30pm in the Lagan Valley 
Island Civic Centre in Lisburn.  To assist with arrangements, it would be appreciated 
if you could email ECNI at info@equinecouncilni.com if you plan on attending.

Lagan Valley Island Civic Centre is located in Lisburn City Centre and is easily 
accessible from the M1.  Full directions can be found at 
http://www.laganvalleyisland.co.uk/eventlocation and it is well signposted. 

Further details on ECNI can be found at www.equinecouncilni.com and also on the 
ECNI Twitter (@equinecouncilni) and Facebook (EquineCouncilNI ) pages. 

For further information please contact:-
Debbie Black
Development Officer 
Equine Council for Northern Ireland

Twitter: www.twitter.com/  equinecouncilni  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/  EquineCouncilNI  

c/o Rural Development Council, 17 Loy Street, Cookstown, Co Tyrone, BT80 
8PZ   Tel.   028 8676 0703 or Mobile +44(0)787 2619755.  
Email info@equinecouncilni.com
Web www.equinecouncilni.com

http://www.doeni.gov.uk/tru
http://www.equinecouncilni.com/
mailto:info@equinecouncilni.com
http://www.facebook.com/EquineCouncilNI
http://www.twitter.com/equinecouncilni
http://www.equinecouncilni.com/
http://www.laganvalleyisland.co.uk/eventlocation
mailto:info@equinecouncilni.com

	PRESS RELEASE
	For immediate release: 14th September 2012
	ECNI to hold public information meeting on new Vehicle Licensing Regulations
	For further information please contact:-
	Debbie Black
	Development Officer
	Equine Council for Northern Ireland
	Twitter: www.twitter.com/equinecouncilni
	Facebook: www.facebook.com/EquineCouncilNI
	c/o Rural Development Council, 17 Loy Street, Cookstown, Co Tyrone, BT80 8PZ Tel.   028 8676 0703 or Mobile +44(0)787 2619755.
	Email info@equinecouncilni.com
	Web www.equinecouncilni.com

